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ESTHER X, 7 +t 
FOR Mordecai the Sew; was next: unto King Abafan-. ere 
erus, and great among the ews, and accepted of the — 
multitude of hren, feeking- the wealth of bis = 
people, and ace to all bis feed. . 


Bo ee ee H E. words now read, prefent to our view, 
t cee true patriotifm, and- public happinefs: in 
et T Bh the clofeft conneétion therewith; notin = 
ay, SYz theory, but really exiftent; in the cha- 
ee Noe racter and adminiftration of Mordecai the 
Jew, under the king Ahafuerus. 
Lone had the jews enjoyed peace and quiet, du- 
_ ring the fueceflive reigns of feveral Perfian princes, who- 


> 
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were as famous for their moderation, as for the fuc- 
cefles of their arms, the extent of their empire, or 
the grandeur of their-courts :.when Haman, a defcen- 
dant of Agag, a former devoted king of the curs’d 
Amalekites, by the united influence, of his riches, 
and his craft, became the favourite of the -king A- 
hafuerus, and was promoted to be prime minifter of 
ftate. os 

AmipstT all his glory, he had the mortification, to 

be treated with a confeientious negle&t, and fcorn, by 
Mordecai a Jew ; whofe higheft” employment, was that 
of a porter to the king’s palace. This fill’d the haugh- 
ty breaft of Haman wita the utmoft indignation, and 
rais’d the old national enmity, of the Amalekite, againft 
the Jew to its higheft pitch. 
-- Nor contented: therefore, with the deftruction of 
Mordecai, and feorning to reak his revenge on a fingle 
obje@, and of fo low a chara he plots the utter 
extirpation of the Jews fro pire, to gratify 
his proud and malicious refe 
confidence of his mafter, he obtain’d a decree for that 
purpofe ; which according to the laws of the empire, 
was. ifreverfible. ‘ 

Secure of carrying his point, he pleafed himfelf 
with the profpect of the cruel maflacre defigned. 
But it was not long before his curfed plot was de- 
feated by the prudence and application of Mordecai, 
and his zeal for the fafety and happinefs of his 
people; together with the addrefs and influence of 


Efther, 
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Ether his kinfwoman, whom he had educated as his . 


child, and whofe tender mind he had formed, by the 
maxims of pure‘religion, and fincere benevolence to 
public ufefulnefs ; aioe who by her graceful and ver- 
tuous conduct, as well as fingular beauty, had gained 
the favor of her prince, and was become his queen. 

Tue vertue of Mordecai had fhone with an agre- 
able luftre in private life, and in the lower offices of 
fervice to his mafter ; who had received a {pecial 
proof of his loyalty and fidelity, in the difcovery of 
a treafonable defign againtt his life. But now Pro- 
vidence. was pleated on occafion of Haman’s villany,. 
to call him, forth to more public and extenfive ufeful- 
nefs; and give him an epportunity to. difplay his 
capacity and his vertue in an exalted ftation. 

In Haman we fee the tyrant in real life; no fooner 
raifed to power, than his felfifhnefs and ambition, 
cruelty and revel ft forth, in fpite of reafon, 
in defiance of the moft 
7 2 laims of equity and mercy; 
and he difpofes of f erty, property and lives of 
thoufands, at pleafure, and in a wantonnefs of rage 
beyond defcription. But the vengeance of heaven foon 
awoke to vindicate his people’s wrongs ; and -he fell 
a victim thereto, and to the juft refentments of his 
abufed prince ; before whom his villany was expofed, 
by the prudence of the queen, under the direction 


- of Mordecai. Thus he dropped into oblivion, like 


a other tyrants, unregretted and his memory rots. o 
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How ftrong, and beautiful is the contrat ; when 
‘on the other hand we view the chara@ter of Mordecai} 
his capacity, wifdom, and vertue appear amiable in 
private, but much more in public life: in his. moit 
elevated flation he is far-from being elated in his 
‘mind above it; and notwithftanding ail the temptati- 
ens to -avarice and ambition, cruelty .and revenge, 
attending fo great a -tranfition and change, in his 
outward circumftances, the true patriot fhines with 
diftinguifhing luftre, and difcovers a greatnefs of foul, 
rifing fuperior to al] the influence of private and {elfith 
paflions. And the form of government, among the 
Perfians, being monarchial, and become quite deipotic, 
rendered the prudence, moderation and vertue of 
Mordecai the.more confpicucus, and the more worthy 
of imitation. 

Bur whatever forms of government different nations 
have been led into, from their. differing genius and 
circumftances, by which t : contented to give 
up their natural rights, i ands of one or 
more, it has been done int iy : the fole original 
end and defign of which, 1s therefore the public 
happinefs. And perhaps each form is equally agre- 
able to the will of God, and capable of fecuring 
this great defign, provided it falls into the hands of 
a wife and vertuous.adminiftration ; whereof methinks 
the inftance of Mordecai is no fall proof. Yet that 
form of government, in which the liberty, property 
and life of the fubje@, hath the ftrongeft fecurity, 
amuft be the moft eligible, as it is the moft perfect. — 

SuCH 
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Sucu is the happy conftitutiom of Britain and her 
Colonies, which God long preferve, againtt the fecret 
machinations and open attempts of its enemies, do- 
meftic and foreign, who envy 4er, but efpecially their 


‘encreafing greatnefs, profperity, and felicity. 


Tue character of a good ruler is to be drawn; 
and the qualifications for this office and truft, are to 
be determined, by the great end of government, the 
public good : and this is the ftandard, according to 
which, rulers are to form themfelves to ufefulnefs, in 
their advanced ftations. And the influence of fuch’a 
character and condua, will be great, to fecure the 
affection and loyalty of the fubje& ; and to promote 
the felicity of the whole. My text very naturally 
leads us into, and confirms us in this thought. 

Sucw was the character of Mordecai; who. thére- 
fore, in the exercife of his high authority, not only 
rendered himfelt grateful to his prince ; but perfectly 
ingratiated himfelf-with his people; while he fteadily 
purfaed, this great end of government, the public 
weal. A charaéter, and conduét like his, can hardly 
fail of commanding all that refpect and obedience 
which is a ruler’s due. : 

MorpeEcAr was preat with the king,’ being advan- 
ced to the higheft poft of government under him ; 
and one he delighted to honour. He was equally: 
great with the people; and by gaining their affections, 
he fecured their allegiance to their prince, and their 


@bedience to his own adminiftration. ‘The reafon of 
call 
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all this greatnefs of Mordecai, was the greatnefs of 
his own mind, and the excellency of his government ;. 
the whole whereof, was. directed to the common good, 
and. under. which, the people felt themfelves eafy, fafe, 
and happy. For Mordecai the Jew, was next unto 
king thafwerus, and great among the Sews, and actep- 
_ ted of the multitude of bis brethren, feeking thé wealth 
of bis people, and fpeaking peace to all bis feed. 


To decypher the character of a good ruler, from 
this example ; and to fhew its force, and influence 
to fecure the confidence, refpect and obedience of the 
fubject, fhall be my prefent bufinefs. 


First then, : 

I sHatt take fome account of the chara&er of 4 
good ruler, as drawn in the text. 

As the great end of civil government is the public 
good, capacity, and genius, wifdom, and prudence, 
courage and refolution, religion, and vertue, and public 
fpirit, are the moft obvious qualifications: ef a good 
ruler, and the moft ftriking parts of his character, 
and all together form the true patriot. Such a one 
was- Mordecai ; and fach civil rulers ought ever to 
be, in whofe hands the whole, or the principal’con- 
cerns of government are betrufted. idee 

In the firit place, Capacity and genius is neceflary 
to the character of a good ruler. di 

Witrxovr this, Mordecai could never have rofe 
- to that eminency of flation, he was honoured with; 
nor 
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nor in any meafare, have fupported the dignity of it ; 
nor anfwered the’ defigns of his elevation. And how 
can the ends of government be attained, without a 


genius, and capacity fuited thereto ? when the loweft- 


office in life can never ‘be well difcharged, without 


talents anfwerable to its mature, and defign. Men’s’ 
abilities, muft be as extenfive as their authority; to~ 


preferve the dignity, and fecure the advantages of 
government. Jethro, Mofes’s father-in-law, a man 


verfed in politics, gives Mofes that advice, in the 


choice of magiftrates, to which heaven fixed its appro- 


bation, (viz.) that they be able men, (i. e.) men of” 


ftrength of genius, and that underftand public bu- 


-finefs ; as Mofes afterwards, explains it ; when he 


direéts the people, to take wife men,. and men of 
underftanding, known among their tribes, to be rulers 
over them. And it was the commendation, of the 
heads of Iffachar, that they were, men that had un- 


derftanding of the times, to know what Ifrael ought ° 


to do. 
A NATURAL Clearnefs, and coolnels of thought, 


with) a turn of mind towards government, improved © 
by the ftudy of men and books, and judicious obfer- : 
vation, will tender a man eapable of bufinels, in a 
good degree: And fo effential is fuch a capacity and ~ 


genius, that nothing can fupply the defe& theteof. 


Wuar,. but a perpetual feries of blunders, and the 
moft difmal confufion, as the confequence thereof, - 
can be expected, from the adminiftration of weak 2 


headed, fhort fighted, muddy braihed men ? who, fo 
Tet B 2 far 
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far from meriting the charaéter of good rulers, are, 
for the moft part, the plagues of focicty, and the 
bane of public felicity ; while their weak minds, and 
not lefs vain, commonly grow giddy with their ad- 
vancement ; and make them unwilling to be checked, 
or to take the advice of wifer men than themfelves. 
And, be it, that the heart of a ruler deftitute of ca- 
pacity, is honeft ; yet he knows not where the true 
intereft of the community lies, nor by what meafures 
to purfue, and promote it: his benevolent defigns 
therefore, prove abortive, for want of capacity to ex- 
ecute them to advantage. Befides, from a defect of 
underftanding, equal to his truft, he is expofed to 
the intrigues of defigning men, and to be made the 
tool of a party, or of fome fawning para{ite, or cor- 
rupt minifter of ftate, whofe interefted views, and 
luft of power, can be gratified with nothing lefs, 
than the ruin of thoufands. How juft, then is that 


exclamation of Solomon ? Wo unto thee, oh land, 


when thy king is a child ! 

On the other hand, a ftate reduced to the brink 
of ruin, by prodigality and diffipation, or by felfith- 
ne{s and ambition, with its conftant attendants, fac- 


tion and party fpirit ; has been often faved, by a fingle - 


man, in public place ; and refcued from the deftruc- 
tion that vifibly impended over it. This, Solomon 
long fince obferved ; and therefore fays, for the tranf- 
greffion of a land, many are the princes thereof ; 


but by a man of underftanding and knowledge, the 


ftate thall be prolonged. 3 
THE 


\ 


{ 


SEI CL AA CT EEF PO OTRAS OT Ee EOE EOE | EET eT te Se a eS 


An Eletion SERMON 13 


Tur objects that are to employ the thoughts and 


Rudy of miagiftrates, require a more than common 
extent of capacity, and ftrength of genius: fuch are 
| the natural and focial rights of mankind ; the hiftory 
F and laws of nature and nations ; the hiftory and 
municipal conftitutions of their own country 3 the 
genius and interefts thereof ; their connections with, 
or dangers from their neighbours ; the methods of 
beft increafing the numbers and wealth of the fub- 
jects 5 and the laws which will render their liberties 
more fecure, and their neceflary burthens more ealy 
and equal ; encourage their trade, hufbandry and ma- 
nufactures ; promote vertue and religion, and fupprefs 
vice of every kind, and in every character. What 
2 extenfive capacities ? What penetration and clearnefs of 
thought, and foundnefs of judgment, are requifite in this 
view, to render a magiftrate ufeful, and aftate happy ? 
Nor is it every man of underftanding, that is fit 
for a ftatefman. A man may have a noble genius 
for, and make vaft improvements in various branches 
of {cience, or mechanic knowledge, and be thoroughly 
acquainted with the belles lettres, who has no under- 
ftanding of government and politics, nor any genius 
for the law, or fufficient acquaintancé with humane 
nature in general, or the particular conftitution, and 
circumftances of the people he is to govern : and it 
is impoffiblé, fuch a man fhould be a good ruler; 
however he may be a man of wit or learning, and 
an honeft chriftian. 


“Moreover, in this frail and paffing tate, in which 
we 


‘ 
; 
f 
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we have but little opportunity,. for our own experi- 
ence to ferve us; there is need of the experience of 
peft ages; and of a juft difcerning, to notice and correct 
former miftakes and errors ; and to improve advanta- 
ges obtained, and happy. precedents, to promote not 
only the prefent, but the future felicity of the com~ 
mon wealth ; which a good ruler will ever keep in 
view. socks 

Seconpty, Wifdom and prudence is not lefs ne- 
ceflary to form the character of a good ruler, than 
capacity and genius. Solomon, deeply fenfible of the 


importance of fuch a qualification, made the acquire-. 
ment of it, the great object of his attention ; and the. 
principal matter of his prayer. to heaven, when he firft. 
entered on his government. Heaven heard, and an-. 


fwered with a rich fupply of this, and every other 


needful gift and blefling. How confpicuous,; was the. 


wifdom of Mordecai, in the meafures he took to defeat 
the cruel and bloody defigns of Haman upon the Jews. t 
By which he turned the mifchief on the heads of their 
enemies, and procured fafety for them, to his, everlafting 
honour. : 


THERE are a variety of circumftances, that. may 


attend a community ; which expofe it to the moft 


imminent hazards, befides the conftant and ordinary~ 
bufinefs of government, and occafions of the flate 5. 


which call for fingular meafures of wifdom and 


prudence, to find out expedients, and fix upoa the- 
beft means, for its relief: and if in, fuch an important» 


crifis; rulers ate deflitute of wifdom, adequate to the 
, ; demand 
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demands and expetations” of the: ftate ; its ruin ‘is 
like to enfue, and wiil lie under their hands. And 
where parties and fa€tions prevail, either through 
ignerance, or defign, as too often happens; it will 
require thé moft prudent conduct, to fileace murmars, 
ftop the mouth of fadtion, and reftore peace and 
tranquility. Nor will a lefs degree of prudence ferve. 
to remove the miftakes, or prejudices, and Obviate 
the defigns of thofe who have it in their power td 
opprefs and injure the community. : 

No ate men have a, peculiar talent this way; and 
to find out the moft happy expedients, in every café 
of public danger, and to purfue them with the greatef 
advantage, which muft be a™diftinguithing ornament 


in their chara@ter as rulers. Whereas others, whofe 


prudence may be’ fufficient to conduc. the concerns 
of the public in a calm, are’ wholly nonpluth’d: in 
every fpecial emergency~ and difficulty, and appear 
quite unequal to the trials they are called to encounter : 
they yield to them, fink under them, and leave ail 
things to their own courfe ; which neceffarily involves. 
the ftate im the utmoft diforder and confufion, and 


endangers the total fubverfion of government. Sound - 


wifdom in a ruler is the medium between. tempori- 
zing caution, and rafh precipitancy ; each alike dan- 
gerous, and often fatal. ~ And that ruler only, comes 
up to the charaéter in the text, who hath fuch a 
greatnefs of mind, as to rife above ‘every difficulty 
and danger, in the moft tempeftuous feafon and. 


threatning 
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threatning crifis : and while he keeps the full pof- 
feftion of himéelf, calmly confults and fteadily purfues 
thofe meafures which have the moft direct tendency 
to prevent the impending ruin ; or at leaft to leflen 
and mitigate the evils dreaded, and render them lefs ~ 
pernicious. ee: 

I proceed to fay,. : ; 
atovy, Courage and refolution are very eflential 
to the character of a good ruler. ; 

How firm and fteady. was Mordecai, under the moft 
threatning afpects, and when nothing lefs than. the 
total extirpation, and ruin of his people was plot- 
ted and. decreed ! Inftead of finking under the 
profpects of this dreadful fate ; he.rifes, not to meet it 
undaunted, which is often but the falfe image of cour- 
age ; and properly ftiled fool-hardinefs, and prefump-. 
- tion: but to obviate, and ward it. off, and happily 
fucceeds. Similar dangers call for fimilar prudence, 
application and refolution. : 

Every community lies expofed in fome degree to 
foreign enemies and inteftine feuds ; and if in any re- 
fpects, dependant, to opprefiion from thofe, on whom 
they are fo, thro’ miftaken policy, or the influence of 
fuch, as have a Juft for arbitrary power. Nor is any 
ftate fo wholly free from crafty defigning men, enemies 
of order and government, or of the liberties of their 
country ; as not in certain circumftances to endanger, 
at leaft its peace, if not its entire fubverfion, and ruin. 
And the follies of fome, and vices of others, not feldom, 


reduce it to the brink of deftrbG@ion. In thefe, 
: the 
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the like dangers, as well as when rulers are vilified, 
and reproached for their zeal and fidelity in their office; 
courage and fteadinefs is of abfolute neceflity. Anda 
man that dare’not confront, domeftic or foreign enemies ; 
affert the dignity of -his ftation, and the conftitutional 
rights belonging to it, againft factious demagogues ; or 
the juft, reafonable, and conftitutional liberties of the 
people, againit the encroachments of arbitrary power ; 
that meanly flys his poft, or betrays his truft, on threat- 
ning appearances; that fneaks beforethe tow’ring menaces 
of vice, or that finks under'the reproaches caft upon him 
for his fidelity :—The man, in fhort, that dares not 
do his duty in the face of danger, is furely not fit t 
be .a ruler, nor can poffibly be a good one. o£ 
Tue fear of man, brings a {nare,-to a timerous mind; 


and every little danger, is aggravated, and enhanced, by 


a frightful fancy, and imagination : which byafles the 
judgment, and too often bribes. the.confcience. And 
who doth not fee this to be fufficient to difqualify a 
man for being a ruler ? : 

Wuen a ftate is funk never fo low, to defpair of 
its emerging, and flourifhing again, prevents, or ener= 
vates all endeavours for its relief ; and tends to haften 
and compleat its deftru@iion. And to be irrefolute, is 
almoft as fatal, as to defpair. A ruler of fuch 4 tim- 
erous make, muft needs be hurried by thofe paffions, 
which commonly precipitate the ruin he fears, and 
which he might with refolution have prevented... Calm 
confideration is interrupted, tho’ abfolutely neceflary, 

ae Cc to 
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to guide the judgment, and fix the mind, ‘in the choice, 
and purfuit, of the beft, or only means of fafety and 
deliverance. 

In every dangerous crifis of the ftate then, happy is 
the people that have rulers of capacity and wifdom, 
to difcern, and of courage and firmnefs, to purfue- thofe 
meafures, from which, under God, they may hope for 
a redrefs of grievances, and a removal of thofe evils, 
that threaten their ruin. © 

I go on to fay, 

Fourruty, Religion and vertue are effential to the 
character: of a good ruler. 

Tuere is not a fingle character of a good ruler, 
in the bible, in which religion and vertue is not a 
principal part of it. This was a ftriking part of 
Mordecai’s character, in private life : and when he 
left his private ftation, for the higheft poft im go- 
vernment, next the king, he left not his religion 
behind him. And it is to be prefumed, that when 
a man has acquired a religious character, in private, 
he will fupport the fame in public life. Yet it 
fometimes falls out otherwife, through the frailty of 
human nature, and the force of thofe temptations, 
that attend a public ftation.. : a 

Wuere men have no fettled principle of vertuous 
conduc, we may reafonably expec it will always 
be thus. And a man deftitute of integrity and 
principle, will be regardlefs of the great ends of 
government, and make it his bufinefs, rather to 

indulge 
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indulge his eafe and pleaftres, his avarice of ambi- 
tion; than to difcharge the duties of "his poft. In 
this cafe, men’s capacity and génius, their wifdom 
and courage, will be proftituted to their felfifh and 
finifter defigns ; or to the humours and lufts, of others, 
en whom they are dependant. They often become 
venal, and by their examples teach others to’ be fo. 
and facrifice the interefts and liberties of the com- 
_ munity, to gratify their private pafiions, and-to pro= 
mote their perfonal advantage : and ufe all their 
policy and influence, to make thofe: they moft abufe, 
infenfible of the wrongs done them, or to compel 
them to bear them; and to make others the tools 
of their avarice and ambition, and the inftruménts 
of their oppreflion and villainy. An inward principle 
of religion is therefore highly neceffary im a ruler > 
for he that releth over men, muft be juft, ruling 
in the fear of God. And to fear God, and hate 
eovetoufnefs, are principal qualifications'-of the geod 
ruler. Such a principle will be of ufe, to influence 
all the public meafures ; amd to: fecure thofe divine 
aids and: {miles,; without which the arduous and 
important truft, afligned ‘to rulers, can never be duly,’ 
or fuccefsfully difcharged. ee ee 

Tuts principle is of a divine nature and original ; 
and a man informed and actuated thereby, will have’ 
a moft facred veneration for the Deity, will place 
his confidence in him, will labour to be conformed? 
to him in a godlike temper and difpofition; and 

: Ca have 


7 


oO An EleQion SERMON. 


have an ‘inviolable regard to his glory and intereft, 
his will and‘law. ‘This principle will in a very 
fpecial manner, lead -a ruler into a dependance on, 
and conformity to a glorious Chrift; and to exhibit 


~ that righteoufnefs and mercy, that truth, mecknefs, 


and gentlenefs, which are fo confpicuous in the 

adminiftration of his kingdom. It will alfo give 

force and energy to all the motives the gofpel {ug- 

gefts, to a faithful difcharge of the duties of his’ - 
flation; and bear them in on his mind in their full 

weight and importance. It will fubdue his felfith 

paflions, fubordinate his private, to the public interefts : 

and while it enlarges the mind, and enobles the 

fpirit, will divert him from every low, mean, and 
criminal view and purfuit; and engage him to devote 
his time and talents, with fteady zeal, application, 

and fidelity to the public good, and to deny himfelf 
in -every refpect to promote it. 

THERE afe indeed, no principles,, but thofe of 
chriftianity, that are fufficient to make a man truly: 
great; how much foever fome of the heathen have 
been admired for their feeming greatnefs, and how: 
much foever they have been propofed to imitation. 
Nor do I conceive a man truly great, who, out of 
vain glory, and worldly views, is lead to do fome - 
great things: nay, that Roman fpirit, fo often com-. 
mended and extolled, which appears to be influenced: 
only by the profpe& of fame, riches, honours, and 
authority ; which not only ceafed to exert. itfelf ti 

the: 
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the public good, whenit met with ingratitude aud injuftice, 
neglect and contempt, fuffering and reproach; but fhrank, . 
and fhrivel’d up into a mean, daftardly fear, or felf- 
love, that made them run upon the {word, as their only 
refuge and relief ; is fo far from deferving the encomi- 
ums given it, that chriftians fhould be rather cautioned 
again{t it, and taught to treat it with the contempt 
and abhorrence it deferves. *Tis the chriftian religion 
only, that in{pires the mind with fortitude and gran- 
‘deur, to fuffer in a noble caufe, and not inglorioufly 
defert it ; nay, voluntarily to tender its-fervices, whens 
the ftate needs them, or is in danger. The poft of 
honour, is not therefore; always, a private {tation, tho’ 
fometimes, it may fo happen.. 

I am fenfible, that a natural generofity ‘of mind ; 
the power of cenfcience in men deftitute-of a principle 
of true religion ; nay. even ambition, and interefted 
views, may be improved by heaven, to render fome- 
men ufeful to the public ;. and they may difcharge their ~ 
truft to general fatisfaction and applaufe. But if a ruler~ 
acting on no higher principles, may merit the approba- 
tion of the public; how much: more will fuch deferve - 
it, who aét-on the noble and exalted principles of chrif- 
tianity ? 

We have indeed but» little fecurity. for the good 
conduét of rulers that are deftitute of religion, or for > 
the divine fmiles on their adminiftrations Whereas we - 
have the ftrongeft grounds to hope. for. both, if they - 
are men of fincere vertue. : *e 
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. Retreron is venerable, in the éReem of all, but thofe 
whe have abandoned themfelves to debauchery and 
villainy, and whofe cenfciences are perfectly feared, and 
callous : hence fome men, to ferve alow, felfith, and 
party defign, put on a mafk of religion, that they may 


be refpectable, and the eafier accomplifh their defigns, 


But if known, they ought to be the objects of the 
greateft contempt and abhorrence : nor is it unufual, 
that they betray. themfelves, and act out their true prin- 
ciples, in fo open a manner, as to. difcover their de- 
teftable. hypocrify. It is ever to be expected, that he 


that is falfe to his God, will be unfaithful to men ; - 


aor is fuch aman, whea known, to be trufted in the 
lower offices of life ; and much lefs in the high ftations 
of government. Nor can any thing be more prepofte- 
rous and abfurd, than to commit our properties,. life; 
and liberties, to. the care of a man, that pretends to 
no religion, oz that evidences by his converfation, that 
he has none: for he that, has no reverence for the 
Deity, cannot be fuppofed to have: any. regard for morak 
obligations, nor to: be im any degree influenced thereby ; 
and he that will facrifice his own moft valyable, yea 
eternal interefts, to his. vicious:inclinations, will not fail 
to facrifice thofe of the public (when they come in 
competition) ‘to. the fame raling paffions. 


Once more, Fifthly,.. 


Pustic. fpirit is an. effential qualification: of a good - 


ruler, and is infeparable from.his character. = 


- 
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"Tig ruler’s office is for the public good, and if his 
fpirit correfponds not with the defign of his office, he 


is far from being a benefactor or a blefling: nor can ~ 


any ftate flourith, where public fpirit is not the cha- 
ratteriftic of its rulers. ‘This is a fpirit of true benevo- 
lence, is therefore founded in, or rather a branch of true 
religion. The love of our neighbour fprings from the 
love of God, as its true original and fource ; it is there- 
fore infeparably connected with it. ‘This was the fpirit 
of Mordecai, in whom benevolence to his brethren, 
was as con{picuous and evident, as his love to Ged. > 

Generosity and kindnefs, condefcenfion and com- 
plaifance, were in him, the true marks of it. A man 
of this fpirit, will ever feel for the public, as well as 
for himfelf ; and the benign influences of his heart, 
will diffufe themfelves, in the moft beneficial and happy 
effects to thoufands. He confiders himfelf as the father 
ef the people, when in the moft exalted ftation ; nor 
difdains to treat them as brethren. He views all his 
powers and betruftments, as committed to him by the 
great parent ef the univerfe, for the good of the whole ; 
and he fleeps and wakes for the common benefit. An 
equal and ardent love of the whole, poflefles his breaft, 
and excites him to thofe meafuresy which wifdom and 
vertue dictate, whereby the whole may be made eafy, 
fafe, and happy. He knows no diftinGtion of rich 
and poor, noble or ignoble, friends: or foes’; fo as te 
avoid any particular ats of benevolence, which may 
promote the welfare of each ; nor will the moft un- 
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gratefal returns, for his difinterefted good will, caufe 
him to ceafe from the ofhces of kindnefs.. His heart 
will®be intent upon the public fafety and felicity, 
ever -his delightsand joy; and to ward off dangers, 
and remedy evils}while he deeply regrets thofe he can- 
not heal, and the mifchiefs he cannot prevent. 
WuHaTeveRr is ufeful or -beneficial to fociety, will 
have‘ his fteady attention. Agricalture will be en- 
couraged, till the wildernefs become a fruitful field, 
and the defart blofiom as the rofe. Trade fo nearly * 


connected therewith, .as the fecond fource of wealth, 


will be protected and cherifhed, that his own com- 
munity may derive riches and plenty from other parts 
of the globe, as well as their own. Liberty, next 
to religion, the darling ef a generous mind, will -be 
guarded with the moft tender and watchful care. 
Injuftice and immorality, diffipation and idlenefs, that 


‘ever weaken the finews of the common wealth, will 


-be frowned ‘upon, and properly punifhed ; and the 


contrary vertues fupported, and encouraged, with a 
view to the dignity of the ftate, and its importan¢e 
with its neighbours ; one of the moft probable means 
of its fafety, and peace. Arts and {fciences, under his 


countenance, and favourable aufpecies, will be culti- 


vated and flourith ; and yield a pleafing profped, that 
wifdom and knowledge will be the ftability of future 
times, as well as of the prefent. And ‘above all, 
religion in its truth, and natiye fimplicity and freedom, 
will be promoted, under a» benevolent adminiftration, 
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the beft examples ; and provided for, and defend- 
ed by fuch falutary laws, as come within the provinge 
of the magiftrate 5 and this with a fpecial view to the 
divine favour and protection, without which no come 
munity can long fubfift, and much lefs flourith. 

Sucu are the exertions, and fuch will be the effects 
ef true public fpirit ; and with unwearied application 
will a ruler of this character, employ himfelf for the 
good of his fellow men, that are under his adminie 
- ftration, While on the contrary, avarice or ambition, 
indolence or morofenefs, mark the character of the man 
deftitute. hereof ; aad {peak him unfit, for any office of 
gmportance, in government. 

Havine thus drawn -into view, fome of the princi-+ 
yal parts of the chara@ter, of a good ruler, from the 
5nftance in the text, I thall proceed to confider, — 
_Seconp1iy, The influence of fuch a character, well 
fupported, to fecure the confidence, refpect, and obedi- 
ance of fubjects. - 

Arter all that has been faid in favour of paffive 
ebedience and non-tefiftance to what is called the div 
wine right of magiftracy in general, or of kings in pare 
ticular ; it will remain for ever true, that the doctrines 
ef arbitrary power, and confequently of flavery, are not 
the maxims of prudence, reafon, or revelation 5 and 
‘put into practice, tend to roduce the moft fatal con- 
vulfions in a ftate, antels ignorance, effeminacy, and 
corruption have prevailed to enervate mens fpirits, to . 
debauch their reafon, and fink them into a ftupid in= 
fenfibility, almoft equal ‘to Bow of the brutes. - 


In 


26: © An. Blettion © RW f7'6 WA 


~ Un this cafe, while the laiguage of defpotifm) id 
a\proud ufurper of the rights of mankind,-raifed ¥0: 
power by ‘his-own intrigues, -omby the folly, of wick~ 
edusts -of ethers, -is to this —purpole. -+iT-am vefted 
“ with fufficient authority,/to give law,.and‘to-demand 
« -unreferved: fubmiffion and- obedience. ;-and-have: power 
“in my<hands to enforce it : ‘he that’ fails -therefore; 
“may depend upon my’ fevereft -refentments ; and dea 
“ ftrugtion - fhall be ‘the ‘fate -of the ‘man ‘that’ dares. 
‘-oppofe:me.” “Phe abje@ minds ‘of fabje&s,.-loft ‘to 
all -vertue “and honour, ‘may ‘tamely -yield ; and they 
may reply, All that thou haft-faid,-we will do, and will 
be obedient : Yet, what confidence ‘have -fuch “‘fubjects 
in their’ magiftrate > “How-ean‘they-but entertain {e- 
cret jealoufies sand fufpicions, equally -deftructive -of 
veneration, -and dove, of trift,-and. cordial fubmiftion > 
a‘flavith dread, and brutal -fibje@ion,-or that: which is 
forced, and-infincere, is the -moft-that-can be pretended- 
to. As mutual confidence. and affection;‘between rulers 
and people; ‘cannot'fail of being deftroyed “by--fuch‘ar- 
bitrary:claims, fo the people. wall be as: pleafed to'havé 
it-in their power, to -putito death -even @ prince, ‘as 
ever ‘they were to .raife"him to the throne: :: nor ‘need 
We'ailarge acquaintance with humane nature, or'thé 
hiftory of nations, tobe convinced: of this‘: -our own 
nation will indeed ‘furnith us ‘with:proof hereof, the. 
moft ample-and’fufficient. © 6 Be MBS COON SY 
\Tuat the-moft ‘hearty-eonfidences.refpect:andiobe~’ 
dience, .is'the- magiftrates due, ~perhaps, no “one in the 
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{ober ule of -rénfon;- will deny. Bat the! mio likely,» 
and the only rational, and {eriptural way: of gaining and’: 
fecuring it, is for the magiftrate-to' exhibit. the: patriotic’ 
charaéter,im its fullextent ; and:ag a’father, to purfue® 
the-common: good: andy happinefs of ‘the: fubje@? Heo 
that: is: thus):the miinifter of God to mény for theit® 
good, -in-his ruling capacity, not only, fills his’ poft’ 
with: dignity and honour, but has -all advantages’ on his’: 
fide, to fecure the confidence, réfpect-and! obedience-of” 
thofe:he governs. Fép befides; the folemn repeated ink ¢ 
junctions of divine: revelation, ‘to ‘this-purpofe;- let“everyo 
foulebe fubject=> tothe higher: powers ; enforced bya: 
motive; drawn: from the greatiend! of magiftracy and’ 
government, the good ef the whole ; whieh by- the 
way» evidently: determines the extent°as wellas defign 
of it's, as. alto. by» a-motive,> drawn: from’ the: penal 
confequencess of: ah: oppugnation of lawfal authority, ° 
in- this, .world, andthe futurei: I “fay, - befides fach: 
injunctions, which: have: a peculiar’ weight’ and infla-' 
ence on a people, not: fawk' in ignorance, and abane-- 
doned to: debauchety : there is fomething in’ this? 
character it(elf, that peculiarly trikes! the mind, awes® 
it- to» reverence; <and: engages it to love: and? obedix 
ences. Tt aisitheximage: of God ona! ruler, and com» ° 
mands <a: proportionable» refpeQ.: ; 
Ruvers are calléd gods; with’ tegatd:to their offices - 
andif they aéiini character, they become: amiable and ’ 
venerable; ifor' their divine’ ‘vertues 3 in which® their is” 
a <certainy engaging «fweetnels: and majefty, not! to be 
cued Dig->-. -- “9 ‘deferitbied;'” 


ee ert 
decribed, which immediately poffeffes the mind, and 


‘gains its approbation, and makes it revere and honour: 


‘them, and take pleafure in their commands, as it weré 
by neceflity and conftraint. How acceptable was’ Mor= 
decai to his brethren ! and how great the influence 
of his truly patriotic charaéter and conduét, to fecure 
all that confidence. and affection, that reverence and 
fubmiffion, which he could with for ! Nor is it 
- without. defign, that the penman of his -hiftery, 
remarks the happy influence of his. adminiftration 
on the people. They: felt themfelves eafy, fafe, and 


happy under his government, and were fully confi~ 


dent of his capacity and integrity, and entirely at 
his devotion. ane 

Bur then, the principle of felf-love alone, will 
“engage men to that obedience to good rulers, by which 
their own happinefs may be promoted, and fecured. 
They can feel. the benign influences. ofa wife, righ 


teous, and benevolent adminiftration ;: and: without the 


Jabour of reafoning, and refle@tion, they generally per- 
Ceive themfelyes to be fafe and happy, when they 
are fo.. When people have this fenfe, and percep~ 


tion, it cannot fail, of producing thofe returns of gra-. 


titude and confidence, refpeét: and: obedience, which 
are a good magiftrate’s due +s: or if under fome par-~ 
ticular burthens,, the wifdom. of rulers, fees fit’ to lay 


upon them, a few, whofe views are narrow and con- - 


tracted, complain. and find, fault ;: it, will rarely: be 


found that their uneafinefs is lafting, or grows up to 


' any great degree of difaficction.. THERE: - 
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Taere are indeed, in all focieties, fome men, 
-whofe minds are fo degenerate and bafe, as not only, 
trot. to be fenfible of the beauty and dignity of the 
atriot. charaéter, in rulers: but from ambitious, 
and interefted views, or an invidious and jealous dif- 
pofition, are ever ready to find fault, and often be- 
come turbulent and reftlefs. Such men are conftantly 
on the watch for opportunities, from the unavoida~ 
ble frailties, and miftakes. of the beft rulers, to raife 
fome colourable objection againft them ;, and practice 
the meaneft arts to prejudice others.. And while they’: 
pretend a great zeal for the public, cry out of dan~ 
ger, unreafonable burthens, prodigality, or unequal 
meafures ;. they too: often prevail to raife: parties: and. 
faétions, to the difturbance of the ftate.: The. bot~ 
tom of all: is, they,. or their friends aré out-of place,, 
and they have little or no profpect, under a wife.and: 
vertuous: adminiftration, of ferving their felfith defigns.. 
And no-men. more like to take exceptions againft a. 
good adminiftration, than thofé whofe character. is quite: 
the. reverfe. of the: true patriot.. 
But. however. fach men,.may practice, and profper: . 
a while; they: commonly. precipitate their own ruin 3: 
or. the. righteous judge of all; expofes their vile in~ 


trigues- in. open lighty. and. they become: the. objects: | 


of. univerfal contempt: . a eS aa 
In. general,, if. mankind have* not’ a quick fenfe of: 
the excellency of: true patriotifm in a ruler; yet:they: 
know, when. they; are. well ufed 5. they. have Ginaale 
hw : Okp> 
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and: value» for their conftitutional,. as; well: asi -nattfal. 
rights, and>-can: tell: when: they freely and fully enjoy, 
them »; and: will: not deftroy their own: fafety. andy 
happinefs, by . a contempt of -or oppugnation to. that. 
authority, which sis. the great- ‘means. of fecuring it. 
-Ig is-certain, the wifer and better part of the com=; 
munity,: will: have fich« grateful, -refentments: of - the: 
fatherly: tendernefs, and: watchful: care: and fidelity of). ° 
good: rulers, as; to.engage: alb‘their intereft_ and influs 
_ ence, in) fupport. of their. authority ; and: to lighten - 
as.apuch, as poflibletheir burthens, by. promoting: the 
loyalty ' and: affection: of their: fellow fubjeds. . And” 
if} a civil adminiftration;, be. but tolerably. good, ex= 
perience: thews, that thofe:in it, are +honotred. while. 
they. live, bythe wife and-vertuous:; and their-mex : 
mory is rever'd: long: after they saredead ; how much 
more,‘ will: this: be: the. cafe; where‘tulers anfwer? the: 
diftinguifhing chara@er. of Mordecai; and approve: them- 
felvesitrue patriots, in the mott ‘extenfive:viewr?o: | + 
«Tue doctrines sof arbitrary: power; are: therefore:as:. 
ufelefs and infignificant, | as they: are: abfurd: and: un=.. 
{criptural |;:in as much as; rulers: have ‘it:in their power 
to: fecare «all: that -confidence, .refpect, and:obedience, > 
from -fubjects, that: is their:-due, ‘or that’ they: can: 
juftly- defire,: im:acway more eafy and:fafe. Let them ° 
only act up to, and fupport their proper character 
as minifters» of: God: for’ good: to: the’ people; and 
they may be morally affured; of theirihearts and purf=— 
es, yea, of their. lives: when the ftate: needs oe Miia 
gid : WUCH. 
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~" Sucn is the influence, “which the patriotic ‘charac 
terand “conduct ‘in rulers,’ “will Have-on ‘the -minds: 
of fubjects,. to. fecure ‘their confidence, ‘refpect, ‘and. 
Obedience. — -e - SS See tees 


‘In thefe views, the \wifdom and duty’ of rulers; with’ 
the moft. natural “and effectual - motives to enforce it}: 
f° plaifly pointed -out.. And we “have all reafon, of 
vankfulnefs ‘to ‘heaven, that’~our-rulers’ are’ men: of 
this character. ee eg OTF ae Se 
~ Nor can a ‘better’ ‘acknowledgment be paid “to his: 
Honour, the Governor,- with ‘the honeurable- the De= 
puty-Governor, and Affiftants, (whom T-would‘addrefs’ 
on this occafion) under iwhofe wife, -vertuous and “bes 
nevolent -adminiftration, we. have ‘enjoyed-muth ‘peace 
and ‘quietnefs; than, in the mame of ‘this people,'té 
exprefs our. defires, ‘and hopes, that iyou'-may: be ftill = 
continued, . in your important ‘tations, to -exert your 
well known capacities, and “pirit, in ‘watching ‘for 'the 
liberty, peace, and -happinefs of ‘the ‘community; Ane 
we freely exprefs our confidence, that it-will be your 
care to form: your. felves, under ‘heaven’s influence, -to 
a yet nearer refemblance: of ‘the perfect model, of 
true. patrictifm,-in its ‘moft extenfive view : ‘and thereby 
render your felves moft: ufefuly and. the: people -moft 
os eee mee ee 
Anp: as ithe greater: ‘part, -of “the “former. Repre- 
fentatives of the people; are teturned ‘to-ferve in: the 
prefent: general ‘aflembly'; “it “fpeaks their ‘confidence,’ 
_ Worthy ‘Sits, in your ~wifdom, and “Mtegrity ; and is-a 
_ aT "powerful 
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powerful obligation on you, to make the moft vigo- 
rous efforts, anfwerable to the patriotic character, to 
fave them from impending ruin. 

You cannot be infenfible, honoured, aad worthy 
fenators, of the diftreffes,: many ate involved in, by 
their own diffipation and prodigality ; and what ine 
fluence this has had upon ; and how much it has 
affected others, that have been more induftrious an@ 
frugal. Nor are you ignorant of our embaraflments, 
by the late parliamentary refolutions, and regulations : 


nor are we wholly infenfible of the dangers and ca~. 


Jamities we are threatned with, which can fearce be 
painted in too horrible and gloomy colours. 
WE were ready to blefs ourfelves, when the ftamp 
act was repealed, in the pleafing profpect of future 
tranquility and peace ; and the lafting enjoyment 
eur diftinguifhing privileges. And tho’ the refolu~ 
tions of parliament, at that time, refpecting theis 
conftitutional power over America, gave us no {mall 
concern : yet we were ready te hope, that power 
would never be exerted to our difadvantage, or the 
prejudice of our natural and conftitutional rights, till 
their regulations fince, have convinced us of our mi- 
ftake. tae 
I woutp be far from thinking, much more’ from 
hinting, that, that auguft affembly, the guardians of 


the conftitution, and of the liberty and property 


ef the fubject, have formed a fyftem to enilave the 
~colonifts ; whatever may have been the ambitious or 
antere 
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interefted views of any particular favoutite, minifter, 
or ftatefman, jealous of, or invidious towards our en- 
creafiag greatnefs, profperity and felicity. And it my 
be juftly. prefumed, the people of Britain, tenacious 
of their liberties as they are; would mot fuffer a fy{- 
tem, of fo fatal a tendency to her, as well as her 
colonies, to be carried into execution : fince it could 
‘be viewed in no. other light, than as.a prelude to 
their own flavery and ruin. See bast 
_In this moft critical and alarming fituation, our 
eyes are to you, our honoured and worthy rulers, next 
to God, to exert yourfelves as your wifdom {fhall judge 
moft loyal, decent, and proper to obtain a redrefs of 
our: grievances. And as, without doubt, the Britifh 
parliament have been induced to make thofe refolves, 
wand regulations, that we think, bear fo hard, on our 
natural and conftitutional rights, from mifinformati- 
oas, and abufive reprefentations of us ; it feems, may 
I be allowed to fay it, to belong to you, to rectify 
*their miftakes, and vindicate us from every injuri- 
“ous afperfion. And fuch is our opinion, of the wif- 
“dom, equity, and tendernefs of our gracious Sovereign, 
and of the great council of the nation ; that we 
promife our felves, upon fuitable petitions, and. re- 
monftrances of the united, and loyal colonies, by their 
refpective aflemblies, we may obtain the wifhed for 
relief. We take it for granted, you will not excufe 
your {elves ; tho’ if any fhould happen to be of this 
turn of thought, and it would not be efteemeed im- 
| ae aoe pertinent, © 
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pertinent, and affuming, I fhould with all deference, 
remind them of the mefflage, of the worthy Mor- 
decai, to queen Efther, chap. 4. 13, 14. Then Mor- 
decat commanded to anfwer Efther, Think not with thy 
Sf; that thou fhalt efcape, in the King’s houfe, more 
than all the Fews. For if thou altogether holdeh thy 
peace, at this time; then fhall there, enlargement, and 
deliverance, arife to the Fews from another place, but 
thou and thy father’s houfe, fall be deftroyed : and who 
hknoweth that thou art come to the kingdom, for Juch a 
time as this ? We perfwade ourfelves, at leaft, that 
you will never be influenced, by the menaces of power, 
the artful infinuations of its tools, the examples of others, 
or the temptations of honour, or intereft, (under a 
pretence of obedience to fuperiors) to betray the pri- 
vileges of your country ; or do any thing to fix an 
arbitrary adminiftration upon us ; however coloured 
with an appearance of law, and conftitutional autho- 
rity. 

I sHALL not need, to recommend to your confi- 
deration, the importance of frugality, and induftry, 
among the inhabitants of this colony: nor will you 
fail to give all due encouragement thereto, as well as 
to our own manufactures. And fuffer me to add, that 
the diftrefied ftate we are in, on account of our ama- 
zing debts ; the want of a fufficient medium of trade ; 
the uncommon multiplication of law-fuits, and fingular 
protraction of their iffues, in the eourts of juftice ; 
and the aftonifhing confumption of fpirituous liquors, 

are 
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are worthy of, and call for your attention. And the 
vifible growth and prevalence of vice, diffipation, and 
debauchery, demands at this day a more vigorous exer- 
tion of yourfelves, to fupprefs and difcountenance ‘it. 
Learning, we doubt not, will ever have your patronage ; 
and we hope, the College, in particular, will not be 
deftitute of all needful affiftance, to attain in the moft 
happy and effeGual manner, the great ends of its in- 
ftitution. And above all things, that you will fupport, 
and promote to the utmoft, the religion of the gofpel, 
as the fureft means of our profperity, fafety and felicity. 

GREAT is the weight of the public truft. While 


therefore you receive it with caution, and the wifeft con= ©. 
fideration, as leading into {cenes, not of eafe and plea- 


fure, but of burthen, and care, efpecially in the prefent 
day ; and enter upon it with a becoming fobriety, and 
felf diffidence, and refolved dependance, on -him, whofe 
is wifdom and counfel, and every needful gift and 
bleffing ; and engage your felves to the greateft ap- 
plication, and unwearied efforts, to approve your felves 
faithful in the fervice of God, and your getieration ; 
you may hope for the divine guidance and finiles, in 
your future adminiftrations. And in the fteady pur- 
fuit of the common good, in all thofe ways, your 
wife .and benevolent minds fhall diGate ; you will 
have the approbation of your own confciences ; will 
render your felves acceptable, to the multitude of 
your brethren, at leaft, the wifer and better part of 
them ; and raife a monument to your honour,. in 
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the grateful remembrance of this, and fucceeding ages, 
more lafting than brafs or marble ; and. what is in- 
‘finitely more, you will meet with the divine acccp- 
tance, and a large reward, in proportion to your fidelity, 
and the numberlefs important bleflings, you will be 

inftrumental of diffufing to thoufands. ~ 
_ Sucw is the character the gentlemen of the fa- 
cred order, generally fuftain among us, that I may with 
the greateft affurance engage en their behalf, that they 
will not depart from the generous, loyal, and religious 
principles of the fathers of this country : but that they 
will fteadily, and with equal order, exert themfelves, 
in their place and ftation, to fupport the honour and 
dignity of government, and to enforce the duty of the 
fubject, and cultivate loyalty, peace, and good order, 
with a love of the Englith conftitution, and the pra@tice 
of every focial vertue. And efpecially, that they will 
urge on men, the peculiar doctrines, important precepts, 
and engaging motives of the gofpel ; with a view to 
promote true and vital religion, as not only the means 
of their private and perfonal.happinefs; but as the 
alone fure bafis of public vertue, and felicity. : 
I May alfo fairly prefume, it will be the care of the 
wife and the vertuous, not to emcreafe the burthens 
of government: but on the contrary, to difcounte- 
nance unreafonable jealoufies, murmurs, and complaints ; 
—expofe the low arts and intrigues of defigning men, to 
deferved reproach and contempt ; and prevent as much 
as poffible, factions and parties : while at the fare 
time, 
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time, with the firmeft union, and moft manly and 
chriftian refolution, they affert and maintain their na~ — 
tural and conftitutional rights ; and are ready to fpead 
their treafure and their blood, in the noble ‘caufe of 
civil and religious liberty. te Re 
Anp methinks, every one capable of the leaft reflec- 
tion or profpect, fhould unite in the moft vigorous 
-endeavours, to promote peace and loyalty, vertue, ceco- 
noniy, and religion in the prefent dark and cloudy 
day. "pate 
ee would betray a want of gratitude to heaven, on 
this occafion, as welk as a narrow contracted turn of 
thought, not to obferve the divine patronage of right and 
liberty in Britain, from its moft early times. Britain, 
moft highly favouréd of God, in the prefervation of her_ 
civil and religious freedom, while moft of the neighbour 
nations, have been enflaved to defpotic power, and arbi~ 
trary {way ;. and the tyranny of prelates, as well as 
princes. Let her rejoice herein, and learn foberly and 
vertuoufly to ufe both her power, and her liberty, which: 
‘will thus be, as it has been, her glory and her fafety.. 
*Tis worthy of remark, that not all the changes, that 
have paffed over her, have ever yielded an opportunity: 
to her enemies,.to deprive her of her darling liberty = 
tho’ at times it has been greatly opprefled, and: in the 
utmof danger. .The weaknefs and wickednefs. of her 
princes, and their counfellors, the treafons and rebelli- 
ons of her fubjeéts, the invafions of foreigners, have 
often reduced her to the laft extremity. But heaven has: 
; : feafonably 
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feafonably interpofed, and by fome furprifing and un- © 
expected turn, has made all their injurious attempts, 
fubfervient to fix her liberty on a more folid bafis, and 
to guard it with ftronger fecurities... A plain intimation 
this, that God never gives men up to be flaves, till they 
loofe their national vertue, and abandon themfelves to 
flavery. be ue 
Tue eftablifhment ef the fucceffion to the imperial 
crown of Great-Britain, in the illuftrious houfe of Ha- 
nover has been a moft happy and effectual means, under 
God, of preferving the Britith rights and conftitution : 
while the princes thereof have nobly maintained the 
dignity of their ftation, by a fober improvement of the 
prerogative, within its conftitutional limits, and a ftead y 
aim to live and reign in the affections of their fubjects. 
Never was religious and civil liberty more fecureydoyalty 
more cordial, arts and {ciences better cultivated, trade 
more flourifhing, domeftic peace and tranquility more 
ftable, or Britain more the pride of her fons, or the envy 
and terror of her foes ; than under their paternal and 
patriotic adminiftration... Her glory has been rifing, 
with .growihg luftte, tothe moft exaltéd fummmit, in the 
age and reign of George the third, our lawful and moft 
gracious fovereign. Heaven grant it may be perpetua- 
ted, and ftill (if poffible)increafe:: for, fo farare we fiom 
tnvying her, that her grandeur and happinefs is our 
boaft, ‘and our connections with, and conftitutional ‘de- 
pendance on her, what we wifethe mot lafting perma- 
nency to: May the ever floutith, and undersher {hadow 
may we be fafe, WHAT 


- “ . : ? = 
+ = 
a 
< 


An EleQion SERMON. ~ 39° 


_ Wuar thanks owe we to heaven, in fpecial, for our 

diftinguifhing privileges, civil and religious ! and that - 
when they have been fo often threatned, deliverances 
have been: feafonably granted ! aufpicious deliverances 

to Britain, as well as her American Colonies: alike 

interefted in the important caufe of liberty, and the hap- 

py events by which it has been refcued from its dangers, 

and amply fecured. “ 

‘Nor fhould we forget the noble patrons of liberty, 
on the other fide the atlantic ; who not long fince, fo 
boldly efpoufed, and effectually pleaded its caufe ; as to 
obtain a repeal of the ftamp act : nor thofe worthy 
patriots in America, who then, or more lately appeared 
in its defence ; among whom the ingenious, generous, 
fenfible, {pirited, and loyal FARMER, deferves our pe- 
culiar motice and acknowledgments. May they all ftill 
continue their benevolent efforts, in the important caufe 5 
and may their names be handed to pofterity, with the 
moft grateful fenfe of their friendly offices ; and after a 
long feries of the moft beneficent and extenfive fervices 
to their country, may they receive the rewards, that ever: 
await fuch diftinguifhed merit, and public ufefulnefs. 

Ir we call to mind the ideas we entertained, at the 
clofe of the late war, or on the repeal of the ftamp act ; 
with what exultation and triumph were we ready to fing, 
the fnare is broken, and we are efeaped |! We then con- 
gratulated ourfelves, and each other, on the wondrous ¢ 
things God had wrought for us, and in the pleafing prof= | 
- pect of lafting tranquility and peace, and the full —— al 
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lefted enjoyment of civil and religious liberty : which to 


fecure, our fathers {pent the whole labour of their lives, 
with an amazing treafure, and many of them their blood. 
Here thought we, may we now fit, under our own vine, 
and fig-tree, and reap the fruit of our own and our fathers 
toil and expence, fecure from the rage of the enemy, and 
from the tyranny of bigotted prelates, the capricious hu- 
mour of arbitrary minifters, and the power of lawlefs 
{way. Here fhall our parent ftate, {till tender of our 
liberties as of her own, find all the returns of filial duty 
and affeGtion from her true born fons, that fhe can defire ; 
and be honored, ftrengthned and enriched, by their 
growing numbers, and enereafing commerce and wealth. 
Here arts and fciences, and every ufeful manufacture 
fhall flourifh, and make continual advances towards 
perfed@tion. Here religion fhall remain, and be pre- 
ferved undefiled, in the doétrines of faith, the duties 
of the chriftian life, and that worfhip of God, which 
is. moft agreable to primitive evangelical fimplicity : 
and from hence fhall be diffufed through unnumbered 
tribes of heathen, and bring them to the knowledge, 
profeflion, and obedience of the truth ; and the defart 
fhall bloffom as the rofe: and God, even our own 
God, fhall blefs us, and we fhall fee his falvation. __ 
Sucu were.the bright and blifsful fcenes that opened 
to. our view. But oh, the mutability of human affairs ! 
How foon are thefe agreable profpects changed for thofe 
which are moft difmal! the fad fruit of our own 
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over our heads, and intercepts every pleafing vifion 
and hope, and portends the moft infupportable and 
fatal calamities.. This has roufed the attention of the 
moft thoughtlefs, and filled the minds of all the friends 
of civil and religious liberty, with anxious follicitudes _ 
and engaged them to (at leaft) a’ feeming union and 
vigour, in promoting induftry, economy and manu- 
factures, as the great means of the falvation of theif 
coutitry :' which is truly praife-worthy. But methinks _ 
the conduct of Efther and Mordecai, together with the 
Jews, under their diftrefles, ‘and when the proud and 
revengeful Haman had obtained: a decree for their total 
extirpation ; comes moft ftrongly recommended, as a 
pattern: and precedents F do-not fay from a fimila- 
rity of circumftances, fo much, as from the juftice and 
propriety of the thing in itfelf ; and from the happy 
fuccefs that attended it. I mean, that of religious faft- 
ing and prayer. This, to be fure, in the prefent alarm- 
ing crifis, cannot be improper for particular perfons, 
families, focieties, or the public. And the experience 
we have often had of God’s gracious readinefs to hear, 
and fave us in our diftrefles ; as well as the promi- 
” —~fes—of_his word ;- together with the affurance, our 
reafon muft give us, that without heaven’s interpofi- 
tion, and the continuance of the divine patronage of 
our rights and liberties, all our own efforts for relief 
will be vain ; comfpire to engage us to apply to God 
in this way herefor. Nor let us exped& his gracious 
regards, unlefs =o put away the evil 
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our doings, and become a vertuous and religious peos 
ple. This Sirs, this is the only, and blefled be God, 
it is a fure way to recover and fecure the diving 
vour and {miles we haye forfeited, to obtain’ a°te~ 
drefs of our grievances, and to have our liberties reftored 
and confirmed to us, and to derive them down to. un- 
born ages: for we are aflured that God will be with 
us, while we are with him; he will not Jeave, or 
forfake us. Know therefore, that the.Lord thy. God, be 


is, God, the faithful God, which heepeth covenant. and’ 


mercy, with them that love him, and keep bis 3 
ments, te @ thoufand. generations, Seles ce 
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